
Ritual Sequence and 
Narrative Constraint 

in Leviticus 9

Liane Marquis 
The University of Chicago 

SBL Annual Meeting, Pentateuch Section 
November 20, 2016



Aaron and his Sons Israelites

Offerings in Lev 9

ḥaṭṭat calf

ʿolah ram

ḥaṭṭat goat ʿolah calf

ʿolah lamb šǝlamim ox

šǝlamim ram minḥah



Offerings in Lev 9

ḥaṭṭat calf ʿolah ram

ḥaṭṭat goat

ʿolah calf

ʿolah lamb

šǝlamim ox

šǝlamim ram

minḥah



The Second Ritual Act in Lev 9

ʿolah lamb

• Year-old male lamb (כבש בן שנה) 
• Its only use in P is as a tamid

“Now this is what you shall offer upon the altar: two 
year-old lambs each day, regularly. You shall offer the 
one lamb in the morning, and you shall offer the other 
lamb in the evening.” (Exod 29:38–39)

“He then brought forward the meal offering and, taking 
a handful of it, he turned it into smoke on the altar,    
in addition to the morning burnt offering.” (Lev 9:17)

מִלְּבַד עלַֹת הַבּקֶֹר

THE INSTITUTION OF THE TAMID



The Third Ritual Act in Lev 9

šǝlamim ox

šǝlamim ram

“And on your joyous occasions, your fixed festivals, and 
new moon days, you shall sound the trumpets over your 
burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well-being.”  
Num 10:10

“When all the people saw [the presence of Yahweh], and 
rejoiced, and fell on their faces to worship Yahweh.”  
(Lev 9:24b)

THE FESTIVE MEAT OFFERINGS



Aaron and his Sons Israelites

Identifying the first ritual sequence (Lev 9:8–16)

ḥaṭṭat calf

ʿolah ram

ḥaṭṭat goat ʿolah calf

ʿolah lamb šǝlamim ox

šǝlamim ram minḥah



Lev 9:8–16 Lev 16

Identifying the first ritual sequence (Lev 9:8–16)

ḥaṭṭat calf

ʿolah ram

for Aaron  
and his sons

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah ram
for Aaron  

and his sonsḥaṭṭat goat

ʿolah calf

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites

ʿolah ram

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites



Meshel’s Temple Purification Formula

ḥaṭṭat goatʿolah ramʿolah ram ḥaṭṭat bull

+ + +

Temple Scroll 25:15–16

Leviticus 16

ḥaṭṭat goatḥaṭṭat bull

+
ʿolah ram

+
ʿolah ram

+
ḥaṭṭat goat

+

TEMPLE/TABERNACLE PURIFICATION FORMULA



Differences between Lev 9:8–16 and Lev 16

1. The procedure for offering the ḥaṭṭat sacrifices 

2. The animals used for each sacrifice 

3. The order in which the sacrifices are offered 

4.The absence of a ḥaṭṭat goat for Azazel in Lev 9

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LEVITICUS 16 AND LEVITICUS 9:8–16



1: The procedure for offering the ḥaṭṭat sacrifices (Lev 9:8–15)

Two Types of ḥaṭṭat Sacrifices (Lev 4)

Sanctuary ḥaṭṭat:
Offered on behalf of:  
• the high priest and his 

family 
• the whole Israelite 

community 

The blood of the animal is: 
• brought inside the 

sanctuary and 
• smeared on the incense 

altar 
• sprinkled on the paroket

(Lev 4:3–21)

The remains of the animal: 
• the meat and skin of 

animal burned outside 
of the camp

Courtyard ḥaṭṭat:
Offered on behalf of:  
• an Israelite leader 
• an individual 

Israelite

The blood of the animal is: 
• kept in the courtyard and 

• smeared on the bronze 
altar

(Lev 4:22–35)

The remains of the animal: 
• the meat is divided 

between the altar and 
the priests



1: The procedure for offering the ḥaṭṭat sacrifices (Lev 9:8–15)

In Lev 9:8–11

Offered on behalf of:  
• the high priest and his 

family 

The remains of the animal: 
• the meat and skin of 

animal burned outside 
of the camp

Courtyard ḥaṭṭat:
The blood of the animal is: 
• kept in the courtyard and 

• smeared on the bronze 
altar

Sanctuary ḥaṭṭat:
ḥaṭṭat calf



ḥaṭṭat calf

• In Lev 9:1–22, Aaron and his 
sons have access only to the 
light blue area, the public 
area of the tabernacle. 

• By Lev 9:23, Aaron and his 
sons have access to the light 
red area, and Aaron (the high 
priest) has access to the dark 
red area as well. 

1: The procedure for offering the ḥaṭṭat sacrifices (Lev 9:8–15)



2: The animals used for each sacrifice

Lev 4 Lev 9Lev 16

for Aaron and his sons

ḥaṭṭat calfḥaṭṭat bull

for the Israelites
for Aaron and his sons

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron and his sons

ḥaṭṭat goat
for the Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat
for the Israelites

THE ANIMALS USED FOR EACH SACRIFICE



2: The animals used for each sacrifice

for Aaron  
and his sons

ḥaṭṭat calf

•  Only time a calf is used for a ḥaṭṭat in P 

•  Of the same family as the bull (מן הבקר) 

•  An immature bovine (as opposed to a mature bovine)

THE ANIMALS USED FOR EACH SACRIFICE



2: The animals used for each sacrifice

•  Sanctuary ḥaṭṭat is a bull 

•  Courtyard ḥaṭṭat is a goat 

• The procedure for the ḥaṭṭat in Lev 9 is mixed, and the 

animal reflects that. 

for the  
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

THE ANIMALS USED FOR EACH SACRIFICE



Lev 9:8–16

3: The order in which the sacrifices are offered

ḥaṭṭat calffor Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah calf

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah ram

for the 
Israelites

ʿolah ram

ḥaṭṭat goat

ḥaṭṭat goat

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites

ʿolah ram
for Aaron  

and his sons

for the 
Israelites

Lev 16



Lev 9:8–16

3: The order in which the sacrifices are offered

ḥaṭṭat calffor Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah ram

ʿolah calf

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

ʿolah ram

for the 
Israelites

ʿolah ram
for Aaron  

and his sons

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron  
and his sons

ḥaṭṭat goat

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites

for the 
Israelites

Lev 16



3: The order in which the sacrifices are offered

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah ram
for Aaron  

and his sons

ʿolah ram

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites

for the 
Israelites

for Yahweh

for Azazel

Lev 16



3: The order in which the sacrifices are offered

ḥaṭṭat bull

for Aaron  
and his sons

ʿolah ram
for Aaron  

and his sons

ʿolah ram

for the 
Israelites

ḥaṭṭat goat

ḥaṭṭat goat

for the 
Israelites

for the 
Israelites

Lev 16Lev 9:8–16

ḥaṭṭat calf

ʿolah ram

Aaron and  
his sons

ḥaṭṭat goat

ʿolah calf

Israelites

purification



4: The goat for Azazel

ḥaṭṭat goat
for Azazel

The live goat shall be brought forward. 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat and confess over it 
all the iniquities and transgressions of the 
Israelites, whatever their sins, putting 
them on the head of the goat; and it shall 
be sent off to the wilderness through a 
designated man.Thus the goat shall carry 
on it all their iniquities to an inaccessible 
region; and the goat shall be set free in 
the wilderness.

ן  ךְ אַהֲרֹ֜ י׃ וְסָמַ֨ יר הֶחָֽ יב אֶת־הַשָּׂעִ֥ וְהִקְרִ֖
ה  אשׁ הַשָּׂעִיר֮ הַחַי֒ וְהִתְוַדָּ֣ ֹ֣ ל ר י יָדוֹ עַ֨ אֶת־שְׁתֵּ֣

ל  יו אֶת־כָּל־עֲוֹנֹת֙ בְּנֵי֣ יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ עָלָ֗
ן אֹתָם֙  ם וְנָתַ֤ ם לְכָל־חַטּאֹתָ֑ וְאֶת־כָּל־פִּשְׁעֵיהֶ֖

י  ישׁ עִתִּ֖ יר וְשִׁלַּ֛ח בְּיַד־אִ֥ אשׁ הַשָּׂעִ֔ ֹ֣ עַל־ר
ם  יו אֶת־כָּל־עֲוֹנֹתָ֖ יר עָלָ֛ א הַשָּׂעִ֥ רָה׃ וְנָשָׂ֨ הַמִּדְבָּֽ

ר׃  יר בַּמִּדְבָּֽ ח אֶת־הַשָּׂעִ֖ ה וְשִׁלַּ֥ רֶץ גְּזֵרָ֑ אֶל־אֶ֣

Lev 16:20b-22

THE GOAT FOR AZAZEL



Conclusions

1. The ritual and narrative components of P are mutually dependent.

CONCLUSIONS

2. The ritual materials communicate essential information about the 
priestly worldview.

3. P’s ritual system is not completely rigid; there is space for ritual 
innovation and adaptation. 

4. There are not “two P’s,” one legal and one narrative, but rather a 
narrative composition that presents ritual as a literary genre.   


