Introductory Biblical Hebrew I (BIBL 33900)

Handout #4 - Noun Plurals

TypPE 1
Identification: (2 syllables)

(1) open first syllable with a or reduced vowel

OR
(2) segholate noun

Plural Form: propretonic reduction (2 > 9)
o127 < 737

o2%n < 178

TYPE 2

Identification: (2 syllables)

First syllable: is closed or has unchangeably
long vowel

AND
Second syllable: has a or &

Plural Form: pretonic reduction, only with & (€ > 9)
gamats does not reduce!

D'0IWR < LIV

DR < TR

TYPE 3
Identification: (1 syllable)

(1) if the stem vowel is 0, 1, 6, and usually a

(2) if the stem vowel is &

(3) if the stem vowel is a

(4) if the stem vowel is 0

Plural Form: depends on the stem vowel

— no change; add plural ending

DY < W

— final consonant of the root is doubled; & > i
QRTI < PN

OR
— no change; add plural ending

DXL <PV

(which type of change occurs depends on the individual
word; learn the plural form with the singular!)

— final consonant of the root is doubled
oY < 0y

_, if the final consonant is a guttural or resh, the initial
vowel is lengthened
00 <93
— final consonant of the root is doubled; 6 >u
D’Pﬂ <pPn

(sometimes 0 is written as a defective spelling for 6, do not
confuse the this type with Type 4.1!)

TYPE 4

© Copyright 2017 Liane Marquis

6

Licensed under: Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial International (CC BY-NC 4.0)



Introductory Biblical Hebrew I (BIBL 33900)

Handout #4 - Noun Plurals

Identification: (2 syllables) Plural Form: ayi > &
lab )
(1) contains the diphthong ayi o omnr <N
TYPE S
Identification: (2 syllables) Plural Form: add ending; no vowel changes in stem
First syllable: unchangeably long vowel or
closedy sy DPMIR < PTIR
AND

Second syllable: unchangeably long vowel or DYAN < ﬁ’JN
closed o )
TYPE 6
Identification: (2 syllables) Plural Form: -¢h is dropped, ending added
Second syllable ends in -eh NiTY < 0w

niann < mnn
TyYPE7
Identification: feminine nouns Plural Form: -ah is dropped, ending added;

UNLESS 2 consonants in a row, then propretonic
reduction + pretonic lengthening
(1) 2 syllables, ending with -ah — nmn < '—nf]n
(2) two consonants in a row without a vowel in ﬂi:’?f] < —D??D
between (CvCCah) - T Pk
Q

OTHER TYPES
Feminine nouns ending in -et / -at / -at / -it / -6t / -Gt — have no predictable plural forms; learn

the plural forms with the singular
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