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TYPE 1

TYPE 2

TYPE 3

TYPE 4

Identification: (2 syllables)

(1) open first syllable with ā or reduced vowel
       OR
(2) segholate noun 

Plural Form: propretonic reduction (ā > ǝ)

םירִבָדְּ > רבָדָּ

םיכִלָמְ > Uלֶמֶ֫

Identification: (2 syllables)

First syllable: is closed or has unchangeably 
long vowel
       AND
Second syllable: has ā or ē 

Plural Form: pretonic reduction, only with ē (ē > ǝ)
                        qamats does not reduce!

םיטִפָשְׁמִ > טפָשְׁמִ

םיבִיְאֹ > ביֵאֹ

Identification: (1 syllable)

(1) if the stem vowel is û, î, ô, and usually ā
      

(2) if the stem vowel is ē

(3) if the stem vowel is a

(4) if the stem vowel is ō

→

→

→

→

→

→

Plural Form: depends on the stem vowel

no change; add plural ending
םירִישִׁ > רישִׁ

final consonant of the root is doubled; ē > i
םיצִּחִ > ץחֵ

OR
no change; add plural ending

םיצִעֵ > ץעֵ
(which type of change occurs depends on the individual 
word; learn the plural form with the singular!) 

final consonant of the root is doubled
םימִּעַ > םעַ

if the final consonant is a guttural or resh, the initial 
vowel is lengthened

םירִהָ > רהַ
final consonant of the root is doubled; ō > u

םיקִּחֻ > קֹח
(sometimes ō is written as a defective spelling for ô; do not 
confuse the this type with Type 4.1!) 
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TYPE 5

TYPE 6

TYPE 7

Q
OTHER TYPES

Feminine nouns ending in -eṯ / -aṯ / -āṯ / -îṯ / -ôṯ / -ût  → have no predictable plural forms; learn
the plural forms with the singular

Identification: (2 syllables)

(1) contains the diphthong ayi →

Plural Form: ayi > ē

םיתִיזֵ > תיִזַ

Identification: (2 syllables)

First syllable: unchangeably long vowel or 
closed
       AND
Second syllable: unchangeably long vowel or 
closed 

Plural Form: add ending; no vowel changes in stem

םיקִידִּצַ > קידִּצַ

םינִוֹיבְאֶ > ןוֹיבְאֶ

Identification: (2 syllables)

Second syllable ends in -eh
     

Plural Form: -eh is dropped, ending added

תוֹדשָׂ > הדֶשָׂ

תוֹנחֲמַ > הנֶחֲמַ

Identification: feminine nouns

(1) 2 syllables, ending with -āh 

(2) two consonants in a row without a vowel in 
between (CvCCāh) 

→

→

Plural Form: -āh is dropped, ending added; 
UNLESS 2 consonants in a row, then propretonic 
reduction + pretonic lengthening

תוֹרוֹתּ > הרָוֹתּ

 תוֹכלָמְ > הכָּלְמַ


