Introductory Biblical Hebrew I (BIBL 33900)

Handout #3 - The Definite Article and Its Forms

Regular Form of the Definite Article:

e 7+ dagesh in the first root consonant
* example: 1907

Irregular Forms of the Definite Article:

If the first consonant of the N 9 | Il ) L) n
word is
and (1) that consonant
DOES NOT have a QAMATS i i 7 a 7
after it:
and (2) that consonant
DOES have a QAMATS after| 7 i 7 7 7
it AND iS UNACCENTED:
and (3) that consonant
DOES have a QAMATS after| 7 i 7 7 i
it AND iS ACCENTED:
and (1) that consonant has il i
a SHEWA after it: (+ no dagesh) | (+ no dagesh)

Irregular nouns with the definite article:
» for each of these nouns, the vowel underneath the first root consonant becomes a QAMATS.
* all other vowels in the noun remain the same
* any changes to the vowel underneath the definite article apply, except with 977 < 91
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